Welcome! We are so glad you’ve chosen to worship with us today. This is the Lord’s house, and
here everyone is truly welcome. Our doors, our hearts, and our minds are open to you.
We invite you to make yourself at home in this sacred space, and to join fully in worship as we
sing, pray, and praise God together. When you see an asterisk (*) in the bulletin, please stand
as you are able—your presence and participation bring life and joy to our worship.

Gathering “I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” wv. 1,4 TFWS 2153

I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’'m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

I’m gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’'m gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

Welcome and Announcements Phillip Choate
Prelude and Receiving the Light of Christ

*Call to Worship

Jill Jones-Lazuka & Acolyte
Phillip Choate

Leader: We gather as people looking for the star, a sign that God is at work in the world.

People: God, help us find your glory.

Leader: We gather as people listening for the whispers of the Spirit, hints of the good
news in the least likely places.

People: God, help us notice your glory.

Leader: We gather as people yearning for Love’s presence, the assurance that we are not
alone and Love will have the last word.

People: God, help us encounter your glory.

Leader: On this Epiphany Sunday, may the Light of Love shine among us, revealing divine
glory through neighbors known and unknown, vulnerable children, and
unexpected gifts.

People: God, reveal to us anew the glory of your expansive Love that gathers us
together and sustains us in loving service to one another and all creation. Amen.

“Morning Has Broken” UMH 145
You may be seated after last verse

* Hymn of Praise

Prayer of Confession Phillip Choate

Gracious God, we long to welcome Christ with open hearts, to care for the vulnerable,
and to live as people of Your light. Yet we confess that we often seek control over
compassion, protect our own comfort rather than defend the oppressed, and remain
silent before injustice. Forgive us. Fill us with Your light and make us true disciples who
follow Christ with courage and love. In His name we pray. Amen.

Hymn of Preparation “A Star Shone Bright” W&S 3051

A star shone bright across the plain and calmed the earth so Love could reign.
“Twas in a child that hope was born, a dream fulfilled! O happy morn!

* Hymn of Response

*Offertory Prayer

O Son of God, Incarnate Word, O Wisdom’s Light, whom angels heard,
Come for again, our hearts console. O heal our hurts and make us whole.

From Bethlehem come to our day; reveal to us your holy way.
Be born again, Eternal Fire. O Spirit come, our souls inspire.

O Star shine forth once more this night and flood our streets with heavenly Light
till every heart in Christ shall see the glory of eternity!

*Scripture Reading John 1:1-12 Pastor Fabian
See Insert
Message "Seeing the Light" Pastor Fabian

“Christ, We Are Blest” W&S 3174

Christ, we are blest as we gather to dine,
strengthened for love by the bread and the wine.
This is your body, now entering ours,

strong with your loving, miraculous powers.

You laid your life down like sowing a seed;

once dead and buried, from death you are freed,
rising like wheat in the warmth of the sun!
Christ, you are risen! New life has begun!

Christ, you are rise, but not far above;
you live among us in each act of love,
in every deed of compassion you rise,
living in flesh we can see with our eyes.

Jesus, you feed us, then bid us to leave,
sharing with others the love we receive.
We are your body, sent by your command,
making love real as the bread in our hands.

Thanksgiving & Communion UMH 15-16
Phillip Choate

Radiant God, the light of your wisdom and love shines for all who seek you, guiding us not
with force, but with grace. Like the magi, we come bearing gifts, not to earn your favor,
but in response to the gift of Christ you’ve given us. Use these offerings to reflect your
light into dark places, so that others might be drawn to your love, your justice, and your
joy. Keep us faithful in our seeking, generous in our sharing, and willing to be led
wherever your star shines next. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Offertory Music Jill Jones-Lazuka



* Congregational Response “Doxology” UMH 94
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Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.

Praise God all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! January 4, 2026 Epiphany of the Lord
* Sending Forth “I’'m Gonna Live So That God Can Use Me” wv. 2,3Jill Jones-Lazuka & Acolytes The Mission of Monterey United Methodist Church is to be servants of God
I’'m gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! by responding to the needs of the Monterey community in such a way that everyone
I’'m gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! in Monterey knows the transforming love of Jesus.

I’'m gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

* Blessing and Benediction Pastor Fabian
A B

Prayer Updates 12/28/2025
Saundra Gilmore

This Weeks Birthday

Jan. 4 Frank Swafford
Jan. 4 Haley Swafford
Jan. 10 Richard Jensen

Messages and Other Notes

I | New Ministry Launching: Meals of Hope

Beginning February 1, 2026, Monterey UMC will launch a new ministry called Meals of
Hope. This ministry will prepare ready-to-heat meals for anyone in our community who

Fabian Valtierra, Pastor
738aguaviva@gmail.com | office: 931-839-2597 | cell: 931-210-0133

may need a little extra support. Meals will be available for pickup and will also be shared
with those who attend Lunch Bunch.

We are currently recruiting volunteers to help with meal prep, packaging, and distribution Fabian Valtierra, Pastor Frances Eldridge-CLM, Music Director
as we prepare to get started. If you are interested in serving or would like more Debbie Roberts, Admin. Assistant Jill Jones-Lazuka, Pianist
information, please sign up on the sign-up sheet located on the table in the hallway, or David & Judy Webster, Greeter Phillip Choate, Liturgist
contact the church office and speak with Debbie. Sundays  Small Group 9:45 a.m. - 10:45a.m.
Thank you to ENCORE Ministries for the grant that is helping make this ministry possible! Worship 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Choir Members: Choir Rehearsal 12:00p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Rehearsals will resume on January 11. We invite new voices—you are needed! AA Group 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

] ] Mondays Agape Thrift 9:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m.

;= Scan to Give , _ _ _ Lunch Bunch 11:30a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

If you would like to make a donation, simply scan the QR code with your Fridays Agape Thrift 9:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m.

. smartphone. Thank you for supporting the mission and ministry of our church.
Lunch Bunch 11:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m.



*Scripture Reading John 1:1-12 Pastor Fabian

1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
2. He was in the beginning with God.
3. All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being
4. in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
5. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.
6. There was a man sent from God whose name was John.
7. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him.
8. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
9. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.
10. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him,
yet the world did not know him.
11. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him.
12. But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God,



